
Jack Thatcher
Celestial navigator

Keynote speaker



Te  Hekenga ki Tua:

Seeking the horizon

He Kura Waka; He Kura Wananga



Tuia 2025

Te  Ara Whakamua

An intentional long term intergenerational approach 

to develop and enhance the way in which Rangatahi  

Māori contribute to communities throughout 

Aotearoa NZ





"You are the light

responsible for the preservation of Life"

- Pius Mau Piailug, Satawal Island, March 2008



Te Kura Waka

Purpose:

To train a new generation of traditional 

navigators who will carry on the legacy of 

Micronesian Navigator; Pius Mau Piailug



He Kura Waka; He Kura Wananga 

❖ 33 years of Waka Kaupapa

❖ 60,000 nm Ocean and Coastal Voyaging

❖ Training 4 years –  1995 Graduation

❖ Inducted to Mau Piailug Wananga 2008

❖ Graduated three students 2011,2012,2013

❖ Formed Kura Waka 2015

❖ Current class of 35 students



Te Kura Waka

Second Generation

Manihera  Forbes, 2011 Piripi Smith, 2012 Hemi Eruera, 2013



Te Kura Waka

Third Generation | 2015 -  2025

Teira Tohu Toiora  Hawira James Tremlett

Tamahau Tangitu Kawai Joe Saki Uchida Hinerapa  Rupuha



Te Kura Waka

Fourth Generation

Whareroa  Marae | Wānanga 1: 18 –  20 July 2025



Te Kura Waka

Star Compass –  Tatai  Whetu



Te Kura Waka

Planning Voyages



WakaTapu -  Te Ara Moana 2012/13



WakaTapu  –  Nga Awha



WakaTapu  –  Te Huarahi



Te  Puna i Rangiriri Trust

Te  Kura Waka Ngā  Hīhī  o Koopu  Parapara Tauranga Moana Tauranga TangataMatariki







Te  Kura Waka

Te  Hekenga ki Tua –  Samoa 2025

An intentional long term intergenerational approach to 

train, develop and enhance the way in which Rangatahi  

Māori contribute to leadership within their 

communities throughout Aotearoa NZ
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